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T H E M A T I C  D O S S I E R
How the son of a linen weaver 
prepared himself to become a wise 
and illustrated doctor
Àngels Casanovas Romeu, 
Mercè Renom Pulit
The Sabadell physician Anton 
Bosch i Cardellach is an example 
of an illustrated professional with 
intellectual success, having received 
acknowledgments from the Barcelona 
Real Academia Médico-Práctica. 
From his very young age, he combined 
study and work –like servant or 
teacher– to bear costs of studying as his 
family could not afford them. 
And he had a roundy academic career 
until his graduation, moving from 
his native Sabadell to Palau-solità, 
Barcelona, Valencia, Huesca, Cervera 
and, again, Barcelona. In 1783, at the 
age of 25, once graduated from college, 
he started exerting as physician in the 
village of Bràfim. This article shows 
the vicissitudes experienced during 
these educational period by one of the 
most relevant intellectuals of Sabadell, 
the city where he was born and the 
place where he lived the most relevant 
and brilliant periods for his professional 
career and his contributions to the 
community.
The physician Anton Bosch Cardellach 
and the natural history of ageing
Alfons Zarzoso
Educated through a particular pathway 
in medical academic institutions 
from the ancient Kingdom of 
Aragon, the physician Anton Bosch 
i Cardellach became a reference in 
the Catalan illustrated medicine from 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, thanks to his spirit full of 
curiosity and an enormous working 
capacity. Doctor Bosch developed 
his career in the towns of Bràfim and 
Sabadell, where he benefited from great 
popularity, according to his economic 
gains and, among all, to the number 
of experiences and clinical observations 
he collected there. This material 
constituted the intellectual basis for 
Doctor Bosch to write a remarkable 
compilation of medical memories 
and dissertations, some of them as 
member of the Barcelona Acadèmia 
Mèdico-Pràctica.
The numbers of an illustrated man 
at the late eighteenth century. 
The statistics about the city of Sabadell 
from doctor Anton Bosch i Cardellach
Josep M. Benaul Berenguer
As a collector of statistical data 
from the city of Sabadell, Bosch i 
Cardellach is well representing the 
Illustration science: putting together 
and elaborating evidences was 
mandatory to discover regularities 
with an interpretative potential. This 
data embraced three different fields: 
population health (natural movements 
of people), economic and social change 
(manufacturing activities) and local 
public administration (land registers). 
In the first two fields, the will of 
study and research from a physician 
and historian like Bosch i Cardellach 
prevailed; in the third one, with 
identical competence and rigour, he 
undertook a rewarded work with high 
fiscal –at that time– and historical 
–at present– value, about real estate 
and construction.
Thoughts over some notes from Bosch i 
Cardellach around livestock and food in 
the late eighteenth century in Sabadell
Pere Roca Fabregat
In this article an excerpt of the 
“Ensayo para formar la topografia 
de la villa y termino de Sabadell” is 
commented, where Bosch i Cardellach 
explained meat consumption habits 
at that time in the city of Sabadell. 
The rich amount of data provided 
by this illustrated physician (population, 
sacrificed heads, weight in meat) 
makes it feasible to calculate an 
estimated consumption per capita. 
Both the references from the author 
and the calculations made with his 
data indicate that the Sabadell 
population in the late eighteenth 
century had a relatively high meat 
consumption compared to general 
average levels at that time. This 
situation is perhaps due to an 
expansionary cycle in the cotton 
industry experienced at the city of 
Sabadell in the late eighteenth century. 
Social and political crisis (1789-1791). 
Was perhaps Anton Bosch i Cardellach 
claiming against the city “bad 
government”, under the pseudonym 
of Pedro Vallés?
Mercè Renom Pulit
The city of Sabadell, in 1789 
and 1790, suffered a severe social and 
political crisis, questioning the local 
government. This crisis had three main 
peaks: the riot on the 1st of March, 
1789 –after the “riot of bread” in 
Barcelona–; the search for 22 people 
accused of being involved in the riot 
and the arrest of 10 amongst those 
22 in the night of the 15th to the 
16th November, 1789; and the visit 
of a representative from the Reial 
Audiència de Barcelona to command 
the renovation of city councillors and 
reprouve bad government in the city, 
the last days of March 1790. The 
intervention of the royal authorities 
from Barcelona was motivated by a 
complaint of a so-called Pedro Vallés, 
which resulted into being a pseudonym. 
We will analyse this facts and use 
two information sources: on the one 
hand, the “Memòria” of Anton Bosch 
i Cardellach; on the other hand, the 
file from the public notary in regards 
of actions undertaken by the Reial 




In October 1792, the last bishop of Alet, 
a diocese in the ecclesiastic province of 
Narbonne, arrived in Sabadell together 
with a long entourage. Anton Bosch 
i Cardellach, at that time municipal 
secretary, was in charge of lodging 
the exiles. This exile was a prelude 
of the Great War (1793-1795), and 
the attitude of Bosch, as reflected in 
his Memoria de las cosas notables de 
la villa de Sabadell, provides valuable 
clues about Bosch’s familiarity with 
337
jansenist thinkings, through Fèlix 
Amat de Palou, and how the latter 
influenced Bosch’s political action. 
Indeed, it is very feasible that the 
bishop of Alet was hosted in Sabadell 
by the means of Fèlix Amat. The article 
contains Catalan translations from 
the minutes of the Sant Fèlix parish 
of Sabadell, with details about 
the Bishop of Alet’s funeral, to be 
compared with the related text 
of Bosch i Cardellach’s Memoria...
Concord between Anton Bosch 
i Cardellach and his son Agustí Bosch 
i Vives, November 8, 1816
Josep Santesmases Ollé
Article based on transcriptions of 
a concord between Anton Bosch i 
Cardellach and his son, Agustí Bosch 
i Vives, signed November 8, 1816 
in the town of Valls, for which Anton 
named his son as heir, following the 
will of his deceased second spouse 
and mother, Josepa Vives (1767-1805), 
from the village of Bràfim, with a 
series of agreements and ompensations. 
The Sabadell physician lived in this 
village of the Alt Camp county during 
long periods (1783-1787 and 
1804-1822), exerting his job 
and managing lands owned by 
his spouse Josepa.
T E S T I M O N I A L S
That’s why we lost...
(Introduction and transcription 
by Oriol Civil Desveus)
Frimari Burguès i Cañomeras, 
Frimari Burguès (1902-1996), son of 
the potter artist, thinker and writer from 
Sabadell, Marian Burguès, presents in 
We lost for this reason... his adventures 
during and after the 1936-39 “incivil” 
war, like many others in the same 
generation. He belongs to a generation 
who fought to change society, culture 
and politics, who lived hopes 
during the Spanish Republic and 
also bitterness and defeat after the 
Republic’s death and during the exile. 
With a simple story, Burguès captures 
pieces of daily life in Sabadell during 
the war and fights to survive to the 
Mexican exile.
R E S E A R C H
Víctor Masriera Vila (1875-1938). 
Art pedagogue. Master in drawing 
didactics. His presence in Sabadell. 
Esteve Prat Paz
Víctor Masriera Vila (Barcelona, 
1875 - Castellar del Vallès, 1938) 
artist, pedagogue. Education at the 
National School of Decorative Arts 
in Paris and at the Llotja. Awarded 
at international exhibitions in Paris, 
Madrid, etc, artistic director at the 
Masriera i Campins foundry. He 
published 8 books, 8 booklets, articles. 
Speaker at conferences in Spain, France, 
Belgium and Switzerland. Member of 
the Residencia de Estudiantes. He was 
granted a scholarshop by the Junta de 
Ampliación de Estudios al Extranjero. 
Professor at the Escuela Superior de 
Pintura, Escultura y Grabado in Madrid. 
He arrived in Sabadell in 1936 due to the 
Spanish Civil War. He was a teacher at 
the School-Institute Manuel Bartolomé 
Cossío. He was temporarily lodged at 
Modest de Casademunt’s house.
The Sant Nicolau cemetery: 
an original urban design, 
unique in Catalonia. 
Ana Fernández Álvarez
This article has as main objective 
to demonstrate the uniqueness 
of the Sabadell cemetery of Sant 
Nicolau, which, due to their particular 
characteristics and condition, is a model 
of a nineteenth century urban necropolis 
and a paradigmatic example of the 
innovative concept of the nineteenth 
century hygienist urban planning, 
resulting of the industrial revolution. 
Due to the lack of premeditation and low 
interventionism in this area throughout 
history, the Sabadell cemetery of Sant 
Nicolau retains unchanged its historical, 
cultural and urban values and maintains 
both a historical-monumental dimension 
and a contemporary use, making it 
unique compared to their counterparts in 
Catalonia.
Monument to the Fallen, 
bult by the franquism in Sabadell
Marcel Xandri Guitart
The Sabadell “Monument to the 
Fallen” is a clear manifestation of the 
official visual culture in Spain during 
the forties, as well as a proof of the 
coordination between the local and 
central administration during the Franco 
regime, which exerted control and 
supervision over local monumental, 
sculptural and architectural initiatives 
so that they fit the aesthetic canons 
considered most suitable to represent 
the triumph of the new regime. The 
analysis of the municipal files related to 
the project approval and inauguration, 
blessing and celebration ceremonies 
help us reconstruct the characteristics 
that define both monuments and public 
events.
